


ear Zippo Lighter Enthusias~ 

One night in 1933 above a garage in Bradford, Pennsylvania, George 
Blaisdell pushed the first insert into the first case of what would be the first 
Zippo Iighter. Thal was more than 385 million Zippo lighters ago. Mr. 
Blaisdell would be amazed to know thal today lhere are thousands of Zippo 
lighter calleelors all over the world, cammunicaling through newsletters and 
faxes, e-mai! and web pages, as weil as getting togelher al shows, eonventions, 
and the biennial Zippo/Case International Swap Meer. 

He would be dumbfounded to leam that 
for many, calleeting Zippo Iighlers has became .. 
a hobby, and for seme, it has e""n became a Zi 
business. Zippo introdueed iLS own lighter ..eolleelors' club, Zippo Cliek, in 2002, attraeting 
more than 2000 members in the first slx 
momhs. Zippo Cliek provides an opportunity 
for serious and casual eolleetors alike to share lheir interest in Zippo Iighters. 
Members have access to the exclusive websile, zippoclick.com, aquarlerly 
magazine, an exclusive annuallighter, and speciallimited edition Iighters 
throughout the year. 

In Iighl of the ever-grmving international interest in lhe Zippo windproof 
lighter, we are pleased to presenllhis guide as an introduction to the noviee 
Iighter calieetoT. This is a plaee lO start. lt is not meant to be a eomplete 
guide to Zippo lighter identification or eolleeting. 



Every Zippo lighter teils a story and some of those
 
stories - and some of the Zippo lighters - are priceless. Let
 
this also be a word of caution. Collecting Zippo Iighters is
 
lTuly an enlightening experience. Try to keep it that way.
 
Zippo Manufacturing Company makes no claim as to how
 
much a single lighter, however old or mwhatever condition, is
 
worth. 

The collectible market is extremely volawe and any given piece is worth 
ooly whalever someone else wants to pay to begin Of complete acollection. 

Yes, there are Zippo lighters that have brought 
quite a bit of mOlley lO the finder. But 
collecting Zippo lighters, I believe, is about 
Fun, about history, about people.

t:=====:::'__J Several books have been published about 
" Zippo lighters and lighter collecting. For a 

current list, visit zippo.com. For the latest information about Zippo lighter 
collecting, \;sit zippoclick.com 

Sincerely, 

yfdf~ 
Gregory W. Bomh
 
President and CEO
 
Zippo Manufacturing Com
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Like Zippo, W. R. Case &: Sons 
Cutlery, a subsidiary of Zippo sillce 

1993, produees a legendary 
produet, whieh has 
become one of the most 

colleetible items in the world. 

The Zippo/Case Visitors Center is 
located at 1932 Zippo Drive, 
Bradford, PA 16701. Hours are 
Monday through Sarurday, 9 a.m.­
5 p.m. Sunday hours are seasonal. 
Clo5OO major holidays. Callthe 

__r visiLOrs' mformation line 

at (888) GGB-1932, or vIsit 
zippo.com for mformation. 

he Zippo/Case Visitors Cemer 
houses one of the country's most 
unusual and special eolleetions of 
Americana. 

The Visuors 
Center contatns 
me ltppo/Case 
Museum, lhe ...._# 

Z'ppo/Case Store and 
the Zippo Repair Clinie, where the 
legendary Zippo guamntee is carried 
out. The museum displays the 

...,,""""''''''''... 

history of the Zippo windproof 
lighter, both me product and the 
people who have made this an icon 
of Arnerican cultuml history. 



NOfC MOSl 0/die Zippo wilulprooJlighter5 SIWl~ll in rhis guide an: historiea'; 
lIlall)' an: extwtlcly mn:. Sillct we 110 Iollger produa: Ihese models, l.hey are 110/ 
(lV(lUab/efor purchasefraIlI Zippo MalluJacnlrillg CompclIIY· 

VisilOl:li oJten 
mtdl the ullique 
ZlppO Carall 
display at U" 
Zll'po,Case 
Visitors CCIlter. 
The (11Imll Zippo Car, a recreatioll oJ the 1947 onginal, was lIIade ill1997 to 
(On""elllolllte the 50th Gnlllw,,,,} oJ the Z'I'PO plOduct lIIobile. V~it zippo.colII to 
read 1110" abaut the mysterious disappeamnce oJ the original Zippo Car, and tra,h 
flie cum:nt Zippo Car in it5 trawls aaoss (he countl)', 



he most imponam 
information you want to glean 
from yout Zippo Iighter is what 

style il is, what condition il is in 
and how old Il is. 



diagonal cuts or is itl/4" 
taller than the eunent models, 

marks of some early Zippo lighters? 
Does it wear a metallique? ls it a 
Town & Country' This book will 
help you determine that. Condition 
means everylhing in lighter colleeting 
(with the possible exception of 
sentiment). 

Now what does 
"condition" mean? 

To some eolleetors, it 
means that the lighter is 
as pristine as lhe day it was made. 
"Never Iil means mint" to same 

aficionados. 
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Blaisdell has become a 
colleclor's dream and a way 
10 precisely date most Zippo 
lighters. Over the years, the 
date code for.mat has been 
modified, most recently 

m200L 

We've 

included a 
key La the 
code on the 
nexL pages. 

ppo '* ./ors QUI 

.~d rt tStt'nl! ,I fl/';I', ?l'lliltl al ht . 00 fn!OlU.li 11411 

SI' Ir :\!tj'/ 111 jll1\ 2002 11lr I ln{onnall\01l aroul Zlr~ 

(1Kk 0' Zirpo lighl<'1 wlltt!1II IlSlll/'lllXll(k I ,or :vnlad 

ZItl!"II) ClitR 1./1 \8141 Jb8.2h.Jt' 

Determining the 
date of a Zippo 
Iighter is fun and 

easy. &cause Zippo founder George 
G. Blaisdell offered a Hfeume 
guaramee on his Iighters, he had the 

bottom of eaeh Zippo lighter made 
sinee the ntid-1950's encoded 
with aseries of dolS and/or 

slashes so he eould identify 
whieh run of lighters was 

being returned for repairs. 
Whal began as a quality­
eontToltool for MT. 

to "Fair" to "Poor", 

depending on these 
variables of condition. 

{ 

And fmally, does the 
Zippo windproof lighter 
still have IlS original 
packaging? Original 
boxes, labels, and primed inserlS add 

considerably to 
the collectibility of 
the lighter. 



•
 
•
 
•
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ZIPPO L1GHTER IDENTIFICATION CODES 
YEAR I lEFT I RIGHT YEAR I lEFT I RIGHT 

As with most collectibles, Ihe date of 1958 Patent Pendingmanufaclure of a Zippo Iighter often 
aftects its value. Valuable Information .... .... 
on Ihe bottom of every Zippo lighter can 1959 .... ...
help you determine Its date of 
manufacture. Most !lghters fabricated 1960 ... ... 
between 1933 and 1957 can be 1961 ... ..
identffied by style and model and the 
patent cr patent·pendlng marks. 1962 .. .. 
Startlng In the mld 50's date codes were 1963 .. . 
stampe<l on the bottom. The original 1964 . . purpose was for quallty contral. The 
date codes have since become an 1965 . 
invaluable 1001 for Zippo collectors. 1966 1111 1III 
The a'Wcearance of the werd "Zippo" in 1967 1111 111the bo om stamp provldes another clue 
10 dating. There have been three major 1968 111 111 
changes, as shown below. 1969 111 11 
From 1933 to the mld 50's the word 1970 11 11 
Zippo was stamped In block letters. 1971 11 I 

ZIPPO 1972 I I 
1973 I 

1933 Patent Pending 1974 1111 1111 

1937 - c.1950 Patent 2032695 
1975 1111 111 

1942 - 1946 B1ack Crackle. PatenI 1976 111 111 
203695. (This number 1977 111 11 

was stamped in 1978 11 11 
error, should have 1979
Ileen Patent 2(32695) 

An error was made In the date code. One
c.1950,c.1957 Patent 2517191 of Ihe slash marks was removed trom 
c.1950-c.1957 Patent 2517191 the lett of the Zippo trademark Instead 

with patent pending of belng removed from the right; thus 

Zjp~ records indicate an overlar, of 
the code read: I 11. Thls date code error 

bo om stamp configuratlons rom was corrected within Ihe same year to 

1949-1957. Also some Iighters produced read: 111 
between 1955-57 were date coded, 

In the laie 70's the logo was redesigned. however, speclfics remaln unclear 
The ZiPP9 scrlpt logo was developed In II was incorporated into Ihe boUom 
the late 40's and was phased-in on the stamp In 1980. 
Ughter bollom stamp around 1955. 

zJppo~PO 

• • • • • • • • • • 
•
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1'. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ...
 
ZIPPO L1GHTER IDENTIFICATION CODES 

VEAR 1 LEFT 1 RIGHT 

IIII 
\\\\ 
I I I 
III 

YEAR 1 LEFT I R1GHT 

1980
 I
 I
 1996
 AloL XII
 
1981
 1997
 AloL XIII
I
 
1982
 XIV
 
1983
 

I I I I
 1998
 Alol 
I I I
 1999
 Atol XV
 

1984
 AIO L XVI
 

I 1985
 
III
 2000
 
II
 Beginning in 2001, the Roman numerals 

1986
 II
 II
 indicating the year were replaced with 
numbers corresponding to lhe last 

Eftective July 1, 1986 the dei and slash digits of the year of manufacture as 
system was replaced by year , rnonth folIows:
 
code. Year is noted with roman nurnaral;
 2001
 A!oL 01 
letter designates month (A=Jan" 2002
 AtoL 02B=Feb., eIe.) 

2003
 AIOL 03 
2004
 Atol1986
 Glol 11
 04 

Alol2005
 05
 
1988
 
1987
 AtoL '11 

AlolAloL IV
 2006
 06 
AtoL1989
 V
 2007
 07
 

1990
 
Ale L 

AloLAlo L VI
 2008
 OB 
AloL1991
 VII
 2009
 09
 

1992
 
Ale L 

2010
 AloL 10
Alo L VII'
 
1993
 

I
 
Alo L IX
 

Fm more collecting information,1994
 Ale L X
 
consult one of several books about

1995
 Alo L XI
 Zippo IIghters cr vlsil zlppoclick.com. 

Stirn Iighters ware first introduced in 1956 wlth a flat
 
bottom and no date code. The first markIngs were
SLiM L1GHTERS added In 1957 and overlapped Into 1958. From 1957­
1965 the code confiHuratlOn on the sllm IIghlers

differed from the regu ar Iighters. From 1966 on the 
configuratlon has been the same. 

I' 
.. ...... .... 1961
1957
 .... .... ..1962
1958
 .... . .... 1963
... .1959
 ... 1964
...1960
 .. 1965
 ~ 

... 
• 
•
 
•
 
•
 
•
 
•
 
•
 
•
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Ta preselVe rhe 

collectibility of your 
vintage windproof 
Zippo lighter, your 

original insert will be returned 
to you in the same condition 
as received. 

We suggest you send youl' 
lighter via insured mai!. Your 
lighter wUI be returned at our 
expense. For safety, please remave 
the flint from the lighter and aUow 
the fud to evaparate for (wo to 
three days belore mailing. 

Mai! to: 
Zippo Repair Clinie 
1932 Zippo Drive 
Bradford, PA 16701 

n the unlikely 
evem [hat your Zippo 
lighter needs to be 
fixed, here is the 
Zippo repair policy. Please note 
that the finish of the lighter 
is not guaranteed. 

The case of the lighter will be 
repaired as much as possible and 
a new insert (the inside lighting 
mechartism) \vill be fitted into the 
lighter case. 



~=::lI,. 

How to send them in. 

FYI: Counterfeit Lighters 
As imerest in eolleeting Zippo 

Iighters has increased, so has the 
manufaeture of eoumerfeit Zippo­
style lighters. ZIPPO is taking 
aggressive measures to eonfrom 
this problem. 

Please be aware that many 
eoumerfeit lighters look very mueh 
like the real thing. Ihis is espeeially 
true of lighters whieh depiet the 
designs and sentiments of the 
Vietnam War era. 

Lighter eolleetors clubs are 
a good souree of information to 
leam more 
aboul the 
clifferenees 
between real 
Zippo lighlers 
and eounterfeit 
lighlers 



Zippo Click CollecLOrs Club 
33 Batbour Street 

~forn. PA 16701 'Z;~-el~~ 
Tel 81+-368-2700 ~ 
Fax: Bl;..J68.2SH 
~w-"l'P"'b 

E-mail: Zlppochd: ~.oom 

Zippo Oub Austria 
A-I09O Vtmna, Muellnergme: 5/ 16 
Ausuia, EU 
Td/fax; of{OI/586/2600 
E-mzl,~ 

'ionhcm üghts Pockd Ughter Oub 
P.o. Box +35't1 
180James $um Soulh 
HamilLOn,Omano 
Canada 18P4\'O 

Zippo Oub Dmmuk 
Somderskol.'\'q 79 
8520 l)WUp 
D,mn,,!< 
Tel4~7""3m 

""·ww Zlppodub.dk 
E-maIl formandthippoclub dk 

Tht: lighl~ Club of Gual Britain 
186 \Vanis Road 
l\ewbury Park 
llfooI, E= 
lG27DY 
Engbnd 
Tel: 020 8554 5617 
v.wv.'.lighlm;luboo.uk 
E-maIl: lcgbbond@aol.oom 

Zippo UK Colleclors Oub 
llppo UK lmute:l 
Unil 27 Grand UnIQn 
3368 kt: G 
Loodon 10 5AS 
"Engbnd 
ret 020 8961 
Fax: 020 8968 0100 
",wv.'.npj)O.co.uk 

lippo Sammddub Lebcnsbcht (25L)
 
Eg!,",,'''><!< 61
 
22l59liambwE.
 
Gmruony 
Tt:I:-+49406f3n..... 
Fax: +4(}40645i515 
wv........beratung-uami' izxppo 
E.fßIil. lebensbchl de 

Zippo Oub halla (ZQ) 
Via MlCZlIle • A 
iOOl7 n G MflIU m PersictklI...,. 
~V."I\·_Z1ppodubualwl 

E-lTIall bnah,.l( 

Ughtef dub ofJapan 
J..J9.2 akano 
:'\aJ<ano.Ku 
Tnkjo 
J_ 
Id: 81-J.5385-5S0~ 

Fax: 81-3-5385-5804 ,,~ 

~ ~,-, 

mailto:lcgbbond@aol.oom


Great lakcs Lightcr Collcctors 
524 \\'esl lllllOn Avcnue 
loma, \11 48846 
Tet 616-522-9425 
www.gllighter.>l'Olll 

On thc Liglncr 5idc (OTLS) 
Inlcrnauonalll~hlcr Col1cclOTS 
PO Box 1733 
Quitman, TX 75783-1733 USA 
Tel: 903-763-2795 
Fax: 903-763-4953 
....'W\I.',otlsoom 
E-mail' mro@otlscom 

Pockcllighlcr Preservation Guild (PlPG) 
Po. Box 327 
WcnlZ\1l1c, MO 63385-0327 USA 
Tel.31'f.651.()6Q3 
Fax, 03&639-8990 
www,PlPG@plpg.org 
E-mail: PLPGI@aolcom 

SoUlhcrn liglwlT .... 

3221 Jenkins Grell" 
Soulhside. Al 35907 USA 
Tel: 156-442-7651 
....'\\w,southemlights.homest~:ld,oolll 

E-mail: SllCl@webtvnCI 

ThlS mformation .....as currem as ofJanual}' 2003. 
Colllaa mformallon can change fr~uemry Please 
rder 10 zippo.com for an upd:iled lisung. 

Ughterldubben RÜ-ZI 
PD. Box 587 
2304 Hamar 
NOr\vay 
Tel: +47-62-57-80-84 
Fax: +47-62-58-4%2 
E-mail: ovreid<l~onhneno 

Zippo Colleclors Club Holland 
p.o. Box 115 
3738 Z~ Maanensdijk 
Thc Kctherlands 
Tcl: 31-346-213690 
Fa.,,: 31·346-213584 
www.zippo.nl 
E-mail: Zlppo@amcricanonglnaLnl 

Funke und Flamme (FUF) 
Imcmauonalllgtller Collcctoro;;' Cluh 
postfach 121 
CH-9413 Oberegg 
SwilZcrland 
Tel/Fax: 41-71.B91-1322 

Spark Inlernalional (TM) 
P.O. Box 41 
CH-5412 Gebcn~lorf 
5wilzcrland 
TeVFax: 0041-56 225 06 75 
wwwmcmbers.aol,oom/lntSpark/wckolnc,hunl 
E·mail: u.bactsChmann@pop.agi.ch 



"BuiltJ,ourproduet with integrity. .. 
stand bthtnd it 100% and sumss wiU ftllow. " 

Gtorgt G. BItnstkU 
Foundtr. Zippo Manufaaunng Company 

38arb ur lTeet, Bradford, Pennsylvama 16701 l SA 
Zlppo.com zippoclick.com 

COLLO Primed In U SA 


